This paper reports and discusses how the IELTS test has brought its impact to Assumption College Thonburi English Program (ACTEP)'s exit testing, English courses offered and foreign teachers' teaching. Two different methods of data collection apply; an interview with the ACTEP Academic Head and questionnaire for Grades 10-11 students and foreign teachers. It has been found that in order to assure Grade 12 performance on the IELTS test, other well-known achievement tests have been put into the ACTEP academic policy. IELTS preparatory courses have been listed into the Grades 10-12 ACTEP curriculum. The findings show that the foreign teachers, both Native-English speakers and Non-Native English speakers teaching staff in the ACTEP, need more insights to the IELTS test format. It is also well worth recommending that students need to practice more during their high school years as their Grade 11exit test, the CU-TEP test, cannot reflect all strategies needed in the IELTS test. 
Introduction
Assumption College Thonburi (ACT), a private school officially established in 1961, has been serving 5,208 students altogether from Grades 1-12 with a variety of academic programs. In the academic year 2010 1 there are 294 Thai Table 1 Number of ACTEP students in the academic year 2010
Each grade consists of two sections, Section A and Section B, except for Foreign Teachers in the English Program are required to obtain at least their Bachelor Degree in related teaching before they apply to teach at ACTEP. Non-Native English teachers are required to pass at least IELTS score 7.0, TOEFL score 580 paper-based and TOEIC score 750 before they can be employed to teach in ACTEP. Every foreign teacher is assigned to be a club advisor for ACTEP students. Thai teachers are assigned to coordinate in different subject areas, but not to teach class.
ACTEP Grades 1-12 Curriculum Structure
The following tables shows number of periods (one period is 50 minutes long) spent on the eight core courses, supplementary courses and student development activities taught in English and Thai in the ACTEP's primary levels, lower-secondary levels and higher-secondary levels. Please note that for higher secondary levels, Grades 10-11; Section A and Sections B are on different strands due to their different subject focuses as shown in Tables 3-5 . Grades 10-11 and foreign teachers' teaching. Two different methods of data collection apply; an interview with the ACTEP Academic Head and questionnaire for Grades 10-11 students and foreign teachers.
Washback of IELTS on Other ACTEP Exit Tests
An interview with the ACTEP academic Head was conducted to find out how CU-TEP at the score of 500 Grade 12 IELTS (Academic Band) at the score of 5.5 on overall band It is worth noting that the Chulalongkorn University test of English Proficiency, (CU-TEP), is adopted at ACTEP as an exit test in Grade 10 and Grade 11 before the students take their IELTS in Grade 11 next school year.
Chulalongkorn University Test of English Proficiency (CU-TEP) has been widely recognized nationwide among Thai higher secondary students and Thai and Non-Thai undergraduates who would like to apply for CU graduate schools and CU international programs.
One of the most important reasons which leads ACTEP to employ this test as an exit test is the practicality of CU-TEP. The students can apply for CU-TEP at any month of the year depending on their time availability. be an exit test for both Grades 10 and 11 students. One of the two reasons is the practicality of CU-TEP, which the students can apply for at any month of the academic year depending on their time availability. The second reason is that the CU-TEP can offer a testing on three main components of English proficiency: listening, reading and writing which are mostly identical with IELTS except for the CU-TEP Writing Section.
According to Bemmel and Tucker (2011) , there are some particular skills and strategies needed to ensure the success of IELTS talking. Those required skills and strategies are as follows:
Listening Skills 1.
Understanding the instructions 2.
Previewing and Predicting
3.
Listening for specific information 4.
Checking and rewriting
Reading Skills
Interpreting the instructions and questions 7.
Scanning the text for specific answers 8.
Checking their answers 
Writing Skills

Sample Questions from the CU-TEP Listening Section's Short Dialog
On the CD, students will hear
Sample Questions from the CU-TEP Listening Section's Long Dialog
On the CD, students will hear Students will read and answer the following questions on their answer sheet.
Sample Questions from the CU-TEP Listening Section's Monolog
Sample Questions from the CU-TEP Writing Section
It is expected that the students' test results of the CU-TEP can reflect how good the students are at listening, reading and necessary grammar in writing to be used in the IELTS testing. However, CU-TEP does not include a speaking part in their exam due to the fact that it is an inexpensive English proficiency test, compared to other tests like IELTS and TOEFL.
Washback on Grades 10-11 English Courses Offered at ACTEP
According to the ACTEP Grades 10-12 curriculum structure in Table 5 (2006) series is the main course material for supplementary English course.
Data collection
In finding how CU-TEP and IELTS have influenced the ACTEP Grades 10-11
English Courses offered, the below questionnaire was given to 39 ACTEP students in Grade 10 and 38 ACTEP students in Grade 11.
Questionnaire for Grades 10-11 Assumption College Thonburi English Program (ACTEP) Students.
This questionnaire is to find out how the following facts are perceived by Grades 10-11 ACTEP students.
1.
All of the students are required to pass either TOEFL at the score of 550 (paper-based) or IELTS at the score of 5.5 on overall band during your Grade 12 study at Assumption College Thonburi. I definitely agree I tend to agree I tend to disagree I definitely disagree. 1. I am fully aware that by the time I graduate from ACTEP, my IELTS score result needs to be 5.5 on overall band. 2. I am fully aware of the format of the IELTS Academic exam. 3. My CU-TEP score in the listening section has reflected/ will reflect my present listening ability. 4. My CU-TEP score in the reading section has reflected/ will reflect my present reading ability. 5. My CU-TEP score in the writing section has reflected/ will reflect my present writing ability. 6. The 4-skill English course has helped/ will help me prepare for the CU-TEP listening section. 7. The 4-skill English course has helped/ will help me prepare for the CU-TEP reading section. 8. The 4-skill English course has helped/ will help me prepare for the CU-TEP writing section. 9. The IELTS preparatory course has helped/ will help me prepare for the CU-TEP listening section. 10. The IELTS preparatory course has helped/ will help me prepare for the CU-TEP reading section. 11. The IELTS preparatory course has helped/ will help me prepare for the CU-TEP writing section. 12. The study of different subjects in English has helped me do better in the CU-TEP listening section.
CU-TEP (Chulalongkorn University Test of English
The study of different subjects in English has
helped me do better in the CU-TEP reading section. 14. The study of different subjects in English has helped me do better in the CU-TEP writing section. 15. I foresee myself as a successful IELTS exam taker in Grade 12.
Comments…………………………………………………………………………… ………………………………………………………………………………………… ………………………………………………………………………………………… ………………………………………………………………………………………… …………………………………
Findings
The following table shows the findings from the questionnaire for ACTEP Grades 10-11 students. In regards to the students' awareness of the fact they are required to possess a minimum score result of IELTS 5.5 on overall band by the time they graduate from ACTEP, there are 89.74 percent of the Grade 10 students and 94.74 percent of the Grade 11 students who definitely agree or tend to agree to this fact.
Regarding how the four-skill English course has helped them prepare for the CU-TEP listening, reading and writing, 70.08 percent of Grade 10 students on average and 78.07 percent of Grade 11 students on average definitely agree or tend to agree with it.
On average 65.81percent of Grade 10 students and 84.21 percent of Grade 11 students definitely agree or tend to agree that the IELTS preparatory course has helped them prepare for the CU-TEP listening, reading and writing section.
On average 64.10 percent of Grade 10 students and 84.21 percent of Grade 11 students foresee themselves as a successful IELTS exam taker when in Grade 12 at ACTEP.
It can be clearly seen that IELTS has influenced the ways the four-skill courses and the IELTS preparatory courses offered at ACTEP. At the same time, these English courses have brought more confidence to students in sitting CU-TEP and IELTS. 14 out of 26 questionnaires as shown below were collected from 8 Non-
English subject teachers and 6 English subject teachers.
Questionnaire for Assumption College Thonburi English Program (ACTEP) teachers
This questionnaire is to find out how the following facts are perceived by ACTEP teachers. 1. I am fully aware that by the time the students graduate from ACTEP, their IELTS score result needs to be 5.5 on overall band. The vast majority of the teachers definitely agree or tend to agree that they practice with the students the following skills in their teaching.
• Understanding the instruction
•
Listening for specific information
• Previewing
•
Interpreting the instructions and questions
• Checking their answers
• Preparation
• Writing
• Editing
•
Individual long run
All of the teachers definitely agree or tend to agree that they practice with the students the following skills in their teaching.
•
Previewing and Predicting
• Checking and Rewriting
•
Scanning the text for specific answers
Introduction and interview
•
Two-way discussion
As demonstrated by the data collected, IETLS has provided beneficial washback to the teachers' teaching at ACTEP.
Discussion and Recommendations
1.
From the finding, 82.05 percent of Grade 10 students on average and 85.09 percent of Grade 11 students on average definitely agree or tend to agree that CU-TEP can reflect their listening, reading and writing skills.
However, from the fact that CU-TEP has no speaking test. IELTS mock speaking test is recommended for Grade10 and 11 twice a semester and is included in formative assessment every semester. In addition, the students need to be advised that the writing section in CU-TEP is not the same as that of the IELTS which asks them to write an actual academic essay.
2.
A critical analysis of the students' CU-TEP scores is conducted and the results are discussed mainly among teachers of English for an adjustment of their teaching strategies and planning at the very beginning of every school year.
3. CU-TEP writing cannot reflect all strategies needed in IELTS writing test. This needs to be clarified to the students with IELTS writing sample questions. Students need to practice more during their Grads 10-11
English years.
4.
What is revealed in the data collected from the questionnaires for students is that more than 94.87% of Grade 10 students plan to attend an Program are required to pass IELTS at the score of 6.5 on overall band with at least 6.0 on the writing band.
5.
Teachers are one of the main factors of students' success due to the fact that they provide language input and practice with the students on different strategies needed for IELTS. rubrics should also be well explained to the students.
6.
If possible, both core English courses and supplementary courses should be IELTS-oriented. According to three of the Grade 11 students who went on the UK study tour to take an 8-week IELT preparatory course and passed the score of 5.5 when they were in Grade 10 said almost the same thing like "I can do better with IELTS if I am focusing on the test at least 3 hours a day like when I was in the UK".
7.
From the finding, on average 76.21 percent of Grade 10 students and 84.21 percent of Grade 11 students definitely agree or tend to agree that the study of different subjects in English has helped them do better in the CU-TEP listening, reading and writing sections. Therefore, if possible teachers of non-English subjects such as mathematics should be advised that their
English input is as important as that of the English teacher's input. Involving them in an IELTS seminar or showing them sample models of IELTS exams could be done at the beginning of every school year or semester and would be a great idea.
8.
English-speaking activities should be offered more to students.
This can help students learn to use the language in a wider range of experiences.
